The Journey of Psyche - an installation at Raveningham Sculpture Trail, Norfolk
July 29th - 4th Sept 2022.
The original story of Psyche and Cupid was written by the Roman author Apuleius as the central part of his novel The Golden Ass.
"Lucius Apuleius Madaurensis, approx.124 – 170  AD, was a Numidian Latin-language prose writer, Platonist philosopher and rhetorician. He lived in the Roman province of Numidia, in the Berber city of Madauros, Algeria. He was a follower of the Egyptian goddess Isis, and the story is based on Classical myth, and ancient N. African and European folk tales."  
(Adapted from Wikipedia.)
Elements of the story can be found in European folk tales about three sisters. It is particularly close to Beauty and the Beast. The story is as relevant today as it ever was, as its heroine, pregnant and abandoned by her lover, puts herself into the hands of her enemy and willingly undergoes the most terrible trials in order to regain her love. This she can only do with the aid of the natural world. Psyche's fateful Pandora-like curiosity nearly loses her everything in the end, but finally the lovers are reunited and the gods and goddesses forced to recognise her as their equal. 
The book has been enormously influential in European literature, art and psychology – inspiring Boccaccio, Shakespeare, Spenser, Marlowe, Milton, Perrault, William Morris, Edward Burne Jones, Rodin, and Jung, among many others. Jean Cocteau's film Belle et La Bête follows the Perrault version and visually inspired the installation.
I first encountered the story at a Puppeteers Masterclass at Norwich Puppet Theatre in May 1986. It was presented as an exercise by the Polish historian Henryk Jurkowski. I created a promenade performance with 2 other puppeteers, and the little figures in the installation originated there. This exploration was influenced and rendered doubly poignant by the nuclear accident that week at Chernobyl nuclear power station, warning us that our fateful curiosity and abuse of the natural world might lead to irreparable loss. 
Live music by Jane Wells was added for later performances. It was translated into Italian for  Sorgente in Milano in June 1989, and performed at Vision Mix in May 1990 at Battersea Arts Centre.
The play was later made into a film - Psyche, Open the Box! - with live puppets and animation - and took the form of an animated board game. 
For the installation at Raveningham, Jane Wells has created a pice of incidental music developed from the music for the film. 

https://www.meg-amsden.co.uk/
